Abnormal expression of the MOS proto-oncogene in human thyroid medullary carcinoma.
We have been studying the expression of a range of proto-oncogenes in human thyroid tumour tissue by using Northern blot analysis. We have demonstrated the expression of a MOS mRNA of 1 kb in all thyroid samples. Furthermore, in a medullary carcinoma sample we also observed additional mRNA species of 1.7 and 2.2 kb. Southern blot analysis of DNA prepared from the same tumour sample did not reveal a rearrangement of the gene. These findings are the first report of MOS expression in any human tissue, and indicate that MOS oncogene activation might be important in the development of some thyroid tumours.